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Title: A Study into Four-Character Pattern Based on English-Chinese Parallel Corpus of Tess of
the D Urbervilles

Abstract: Based on the self-built English-Chinese parallel corpus of Tess of the D Urbervilles this
research attempts to highlight the different styles and the use of four-character patterns among the three
Chinese translations. The analysis section classifies labels and runs statistics on Chinese four-character
pattern. The results show that instead of the fixed use of four—character idioms Zhang uses more flexible
four—character phrases illustrating more creativity; he prefers to use four—character pattern twice or more
than twice in a row. In terms of linguistic construction Zhang’s translation has relatively more repetitive
overlapping and synonyms types of four-character pattern while Wu’s and Wang’s translations have a
large amount of the derived four-character pattern. The paper provides examples and insights for using the
pattern in practice.
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(a) . particularly fine spring came round

and the stir of germination was almost audible in the
buds; (...) ( Tess )
. o ( )
(b) . Inwardly swollen with a renewal of
sentiment that he had not quite reckoned with he went

upstairs to her chamber which had never been his.
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